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“Despising the Shame”

The gospel of Jesus Christ according to Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 is that God “has reconciled us to Himself” and “has given us the ministry of reconciliation.” What then is truth and what is the response to the truth? 

In Hebrews 12:2 we are told to be “looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” What was the joy set before Jesus and what is the shame He despised (see Psalms 65:7-9, 19-21)?
An old worship song based on Nehemiah 9:10 states that “the joy of the Lord is our strength.” Based on the new covenant realities we now enjoy, why is this verse so reassuring (see Zechariah 9:9, 11-12, Isaiah 61:7, 10-11)?
Continuing our study of the Parables of Jesus, let’s look at the Parable of the Marriage Feast in Matthew 22. Just before Jesus starts the story, He confronts the Pharisees directly and in Parables.  After reading the story, what is the common truth from start to finish?  In the Kingdom of Heaven, what is first, inclusion or exclusion?
Looking deeper into this Parable, what is significant about the statements in verse 9 and 10 “as many as you find, invite to the wedding” and “all whom they found, both bad and good?” What is the wedding garment mentioned in verse 11 and 12?  Why did the “friend” that Jesus found in the wedding feast without a wedding garment remain speechless (see Romans 3:19)? Jesus says in verse 14 “For many are called, but few are chosen.”  What does this mean?  Who puts those on the outside, outside?
Jesus states in Matthew 13:44 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field” (See also Philippians 3:8 and Isaiah 55:1-3). What is this “treasure?” What does it mean to “buy the field?” What again is the key to the Kingdom Parables?
In closing let’s look at Revelation 3:18 and Jesus’ word to the Laodicean church: “I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see.” What is significant about the letter to the Laodiceans? Again, according to Isaiah 55:1, how can we buy this “gold refined in the fire” and “white garments” that we may be clothed?  What is the eye salve meant for?  What is Jesus trying to tell us in verses 20-22?  Jesus despised the shame brought on by our nakedness (self-righteousness); therefore let us as Paul states in Philippians 3:9 “Be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law (and in the end leaves us speechless), but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith.”  Amen!
