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“God Is Not Mocked”

In one of Paul’s letters to the church he says “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.”  Where is this passage of Scripture found?  What is the significance of this location?  What is the context of this message and what does Paul mean in verse 8 by “sowing to the flesh” and “sowing to the Spirit?”

Paul tells us in Romans 8:1 that “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.”  How does Paul explain this statement in the following verses of Romans 8?

Jesus said to Peter in Matthew 26:52 (and also John 18:11) “Put your sword in its place, for all who take the sword will perish by the sword.”  What is significant about Peter being the one who “takes” the sword?  What is significant about the servant of the High Priest’s name (Malchus) who lost his “ear” because of the sword?

In Genesis 3:24, what blocked the way to the tree of life after man was driven out of the Garden of Eden? In Zechariah 13:7, who took that sword which temporarily “scattered” the sheep?  Where did this event take place?

Last week we looked at the blessings that Isaac gave to his sons Jacob and Esau.  In Genesis 27:40, what blessing did Esau receive and how was it different that the blessing of Jacob?  What is the shadow of this story to which Jesus became the substance?

Continuing our study of the Parables of Jesus, let’s look at the Parable of the Unjust Steward in Luke 16:1-8.  The prior 8 chapters of Luke’s gospel account have been Parables of Grace.  What about this Parable?  Who is the hero of this Parable?  Who is the Unjust Steward a picture of?  How would you explain the contrast between verse 2 and verse 8?
The context of the Parable of the Unjust Steward continues through Luke 16:18.  The Pharisees would not accept the notion of “cooking the books” that Jesus had just maintained as our only hope. To better understand this let’s look at verse 16 and 17 in the Amplified “Until John (Grace) came, there were the Law and the Prophets; since then the good news (the Gospel) of the kingdom of God is being preached, and everyone strives violently to go in [would force his own way rather than God’s way into it]. Yet it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away then for one dot of the Law to fail and become void.”  How do these two verses relate to the attitude of the Pharisees and the lesson Jesus taught from the Parable of the Unjust Steward? Can God be mocked?  
In closing, why do you think that Jesus mentions (seemingly out of the blue) divorce in verse 18?  How would you relate this “word” Jesus gives to the Pharisees in this context to the message Paul relays to us in Romans 7:1-4. What does Paul say will be the result?
