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January 22, 2012

“God’s Facebook”

In a recent Facebook post I noticed this phrase: Look within, get depressed; look around, get distressed; look to Jesus, find perfect rest. In the past few weeks I have intentionally kept my “radar” tuned more closely to the thoughts we entertain and the conversations that we have with one another.  What seems to be the natural trail we are lead down? Why is this so important to realize? According to 2 Corinthians 3:18, what is the true “Face” God wants us to focus on in the “Book?”
In a recent blog Tullian makes the following statement: There is an antithetical (mutually incompatible) relationship between religion (the burden of achieving rescue and right standing with God) and the gospel (the blessing of receiving rescue and a right standing with God in Christ alone). What is the natural “default” we are programmed with? How does this relate to what we discussed in the previous section of the notes?
I recently had a thought about the atmosphere that surrounded Jesus’ earthly walk.  Who felt comfortable in Jesus’ presence and how does this contrast with what we often refer to as someone today that is said to have an “anointing?” Who was uncomfortable in Jesus’ presence? What perceptions do non-Christians have of Christians today? Why has this change occurred?  
In Luke 8:43-44, the woman with the issue of blood heard something about Jesus that caused her to seek Him out and touch the hem of His garment.  What had she heard and how was Jesus’ message different than the message of the Doctors of the Law?  Who does the woman represent in this passage?  How did Jesus confirm to her (and to the church) the new message that He was bringing concerning His kingdom?
What glory had man forfeited in the Garden of Eden, and according to 2 Corinthians 4:6-7, where is that glory now found? When Lazarus was resurrected from the dead, what was wrapped around his face preventing him from seeing (John 11:44)? According to John 11:1 how does “Lazarus of Bethany” represent all of us? In 2 Corinthians 3:14-16, what does Paul say remained on their faces when Moses was read, resulting in blurred vision? How does this relate to what Jesus did on the Emmaus walk (Luke 24:27)? 
In Hebrews 12:15-28 Paul cautions “looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God (see also Hebrews 4:1); lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled.” Why is the story of Esau placed in this context (see also Deut. 29:18)? What is the repentance Esau sought and how have we misinterpreted this passage?  How does Paul sum up this whole message in verse 28?

Next week we will begin to look again at the Parables of Jesus in Luke’s Gospel, Chapter 17.  As a closing thought, what is Jesus trying to say in Luke 17:1-2?  What is the Greek word for “offense?” Paul uses the same word in Romans 9:33.  What is the context of this passage?  Paul also uses the word in Galatians 5:11 when exhorting us to stand in liberty and to avoid falling from grace (verses 1-4).  Next week – more true repentance.   

