School of Tyrannus

January 23, 2011

“Ananias and Sapphira”

In the Old Testament Book of Genesis, the life of Joseph was a type and shadow of Jesus who was to come.  He was sold out by his brothers and became the Bread of Life to the Gentile world.  By the same Mother, Rachel, he had one Brother, Benjamin (his name means “son of the right hand” and represents the grace generation of the last days church). The Bible records that Joseph wept seven times, the last in Genesis 50.  What was the reason he wept the seventh time?  How is this related to the heart of Jesus today?

In Mark 4:11, Jesus tells us “To you it has been given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God; but to those who are outside, all things come in parables, so that ‘Seeing the may see and not perceive, and hearing they may hear and not understand; lest they should turn, and their sins be forgiven them.’ ” Paul had this “mystery” unveiled to him in Acts 9.  How many times is the word mystery used in the New Testament, and how many times by Paul to describe the gospel?
All of the stories written in the Word of God reveal hidden truths that are revealed by Holy Spirit concerning Jesus and His finished work.  In the story of Paul’s salvation recorded in Acts 9, who brought the revelation of the gospel to Paul?  What does his name mean in Hebrew?  Was there anyone else that came with him?  How is this significant concerning the grace of God?  (See also Galatians 5:18) 
Now, in Acts 5, the story of Ananias and Sapphira is revealed.  We know from the story of Paul’s conversion what Ananias’ name means.  What does Sapphira mean?  How is this Ananias introduced, and how does this differ from the introduction the Ananias in Acts 9?  This distinction is made throughout the Book of Acts. What does this distinction tell us concerning Ananias and Sapphira?  Now, in this story is Ananias alone?  What is the significance of this truth?  
In the Jewish Talmud it is stated that the stones on which the Ten Commandments were engraved were made of blue sapphire.  Where in the Old Testament is a similar story concerning sapphire?  Let’s look at the story in Exodus 24: 9-18. When God presented the first set of stones engraved by God’s finger (Exodus 31:18) Moses came down the mountain, saw the golden calf, and broke the stones at the foot of Mt. Sinai (Exodus 32:19).  Did Moses’ face shine on the first trip down the mountain with the law?  
Then at the end of Exodus 33 and in Exodus 34, God instructs Moses to cut some stones and return to Mt. Sinai so that God could again write the law on the tablets of stone.  What happened during this trip up the mountain that was different?  Notice Exodus 5:5-9. Then in Exodus 34:29-35, as Moses came down the mountain what happened to the skin of his face?  What was the reason for this change?  
In 2 Corinthians 3:7-18 Paul describes the ministry of death written and engraved on stones, and the face of Moses shining and the veil that was placed over his face.  How is the veil taken away?  How does this relate to the story of Ananias and Sapphira? When they both died, who carried them out to bury them? What about today’s church?  

