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“Christ’s Gift”

Ephesians 4:7 “But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.” What is Paul trying to convey to the body of Christ?  What is the measure of Christ’s gift?  
Paul tells us in Romans 5:2 that “we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand…”  How is our faith related to His grace?  What increases our faith?  What has been the problem with our faith that causes us not to receive?

Paul tells us when our faith comes to fruition in Colossians 1:6.  In 2 Corinthians 12:2 Paul describes being caught up into the third heaven.  Notice the story of Eutychus in Acts 20:6-12.  What does the name Eutychus mean in Greek?  What does this story reveal about today’s church? Does the story have a good ending?  
Looking again to the story of Joseph let’s see more of the shadows in the story of which Christ is the substance.  Notice in Genesis 41:43 that every knee had to bow to Joseph.  The rest of Genesis 41 describes that after his brothers had sold him out; he was given a Gentile bride.  In Genesis 42, the world famine brought Joseph’s brothers to seek for food.  Notice verse 8, that he recognized them, but they did not recognize him. Is this true concerning the children of Israel today?  In Genesis 42:25, Joseph gave his brothers food and restored their money in the sacks of grain.  What does this speak of concerning the bread that was given to them and has been given to us?  What is always the response of man (see Genesis 43:12)?
Notice in the story of Joseph that Simeon was kept by Joseph until Benjamin was brought back to Egypt.  What is the message here and with Simeon and Anna in Luke 2:25-38? In Genesis 43 the brothers returned to Egypt with Benjamin and when Joseph saw him, what did he say to him (Gen 43:29)? How did the food serving differ between Benjamin and the other brothers (Gen 43:34)?
In Genesis 44, Joseph sends the brothers away with bread in their sacks, again with their money.  What did Joseph add to Benjamin’s sack?  What does this represent? 
The most important aspect of Joseph’s life in the shadow of Christ happens in Genesis 45.  In what reality did Joseph reveal himself, in spite of the betrayal and rejection of the past?  How does this relate to the Gospel of John 20:17?  What is so important about this revelation, and our understanding of it?  What name did Jesus want to reveal to us about His Father?  What lengths did Jesus go to in order to give us this position with our Father?  

Song of Solomon is a love story between the Beloved (Jesus) and His bride (the church).  In Song of Solomon 4:9, 10, 12 and 5:1, the Beloved refers to “my sister, my bride.”  How does this relate to what we have learned in today’s lesson?   
