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“Their Eyes Were Opened”

In Luke 5:2-10 Jesus borrows Simon Peter’s boat to preach from the edge of the lake then asked Peter to launch out for a catch.  Simon discussed the toil of their works all night and how they had caught nothing, and then, at His word, let down the net.  He caught a large number of fish but the net was breaking.  Jesus tells him that from now on you will catch men. In John 21, after Jesus’ resurrection, He tells them to cast the net on the right side of the boat. Again they caught a great number of fish, but the net was not broken.  What is the lesson in these two stories? What does Jesus ask Peter to do with the fish that were caught in John 21? For us today what is the right side of the boat and the unbroken net? As fishers of men what should we do with our “catch” today?
In Ephesians chapter 1, Paul declares to the church the glory of His inheritance in the saints, including every spiritual blessing, acceptance in the Beloved, the forgiveness of sins (according to the riches of His grace), and the seal of the Holy Spirit.  Paul then prays for the church in verse 17 that God may give to us “the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him (Jesus).” Why do we need this revelation?  
Paul continues to pray for us in Ephesians 1:18 that “the eyes of your understanding (hearts) being enlightened; that you may know…” What does he mean by our eyes being enlightened?  Paul goes on to say in Ephesians 3:9 “and to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God…” What is this “fellowship of the mystery?”
In Genesis 2:9 “The tree of life was also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”  In verse 16-17 God commanded the man saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”  In Genesis 3:1-7 Satan tempted Eve and “she took of its fruit and ate.  She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.”  What happened next?  What were their eyes opened to?  How did this cause death to enter?  
In Romans 5:12-21, Paul describes the disobedience of one man and the consequences to all men who were born through Adam’s seed. In verse 16, what resulted in condemnation? Paul then unveils the truth concerning Jesus and the grace that was brought to us through this “one Man’s obedience” (verse 19).  Who is the “one Man?” What is the problem that hinders our receiving the righteousness that was brought to us through His obedience?
In the story of the Emmaus walk (Luke 24:13-32) the resurrected Jesus joins Himself to a couple that were walking to Emmaus from Jerusalem.  Jesus addresses their being slow of heart to believe the prophets and begins to expound to them from Moses and the prophets “in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.” As He abided with them that evening, He took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.  What happened in the next verse?   How does this “eye opening” event relate to the first couple in the Garden of Eden?  What were the reactions by each couple?  Relate to 1 Cor 2:1-16.     
