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“Unless You Repent”

In Luke 13:1-5 Jesus tells those gathered that the two groups of people who died in Galilee and Jerusalem were not any worse sinners than the rest of them, saying “I tell you no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.” What was Jesus trying to tell them?  What does the word “repent” mean in the Greek language?  
In Mark 1:14-15 when John the Baptist is put in prison, Jesus comes to Galilee preaching “the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe the Gospel.”  What does Jesus mean by repent?  Why is this so important and yet so hard to believe?

From the area of the Book of Acts when Paul was converted and the Gentiles were brought into the church, to the Book of Revelation, how many times is the word “repent” used?  How many times in John’s gospel? What does this say of the change of mind needed by the Gentiles compared to the Jews?  
In Ezekiel 18:30 the prophet declares “Repent, and turn away from all your transgressions, so that iniquity will not be your ruin.”  Is this word “repent” the same used in the gospels?  Why is this tone used by Ezekiel? Has this caused confusion? How?
Habakkuk prophecies in Habakkuk 1:5 “Look among the nations and watch – Be utterly astounded! For I will work a work in your days which you would not believe, though it were told you.”  What does this prophecy concern?  Who does the work?  Why does Paul quote the fulfillment of this prophecy in Acts 13:38-43, 48?

The bad news and first mention of the word “sword” in the Garden of Eden was that man was driven out and a sword of judgment was placed to keep man away from the tree of life (Genesis 3:24).  The good news and last mention of the word “sword” in the Old Testament was Zechariah 13:7, “Awake O sword, against My Shepherd, against the Man who is My Companion…Strike the Shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.”  In what garden did this begin to happen?  What is the significance of this truth? 

What is so important to our understanding concerning repentance?  Notice what Paul tells Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:24-26.  How would you interpret the use of the word “repentance” in this passage? How does Paul relate this to knowing the truth?  What is this “snare of the devil” Paul mentions?
In Hebrews 6:1 Paul says that one of the foundations of the principles of Christ is “repentance from dead works.”  What does he mean in this passage?  Then in verse 6 of the same chapter, how does Paul use the word “repentance?”  
Psalms 118:19-24 declares that He will “open to us the gates of righteousness.” How?   Having “become our salvation.”  Let us repent and “go through them” (verse 19).      
