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“No Confidence in the Flesh”

Paul tells us in Philippians 3:3 that “we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh…” This is new covenant. Under the old covenant what did man do in contrast to Paul’s statement here?
Paul states in Hebrews 10:35 “Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward.”  This verse seems to contradict the previous verse.  So what is the confidence that we hold fast to, and what is the confidence that we cast away?  

John gives us a secret to the success we have when we are holding on to the right confidence.  In 1 John 3:21 he tells us “Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God.”  What does he mean by our heart not condemning us?  What is significant about the word “beloved” in this verse? 
Let’s look briefly at three stories in the Scriptures that illustrate God’s perspective on confidence.  The first is the story of Gideon.  In Judges 6:12 the Angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon saying “The Lord is with you, you mighty man of valor!” He answers in verse 15 saying “How can I save Israel? Indeed my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s house.”  Then he asked God in verses 36-40 to show him a sign to prove his call to deliver Israel. First dew only on the fleece and the ground dry all around, and then the fleece completely dry and dew on the ground all around.  What does this speak of?  Who is the dew of heaven? Why was Gideon able to deliver Israel?
The second story we will look at is that of Moses. He was raised in Pharaoh’s house and was confident in the ways of Egypt. In Exodus 2:11-12 Moses tries to deliver a Hebrew by killing an Egyptian.  He then runs to Midian and lives there 40 years.  When God calls Moses to deliver Israel in Exodus 4:10-17 he questions God’s choice in selecting him.  What does this say of God’s selection method as opposed to man’s method?
The third story in this illustration of confidence is that of King David.  What does David’s name mean in Hebrew? What about the name Goliath?  In 1 Samuel 17:45-47 David tells Goliath that his confidence is not in himself but in the name of the Lord of Hosts.  In verse 28 of the same chapter, Eliab, David’s brother tells David that he is prideful.  Was this true? What is pride?  What is true confidence?    

In closing, let’s look at Isaiah 30:15-17.  The prophet states in verse 15, “For thus says the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel: ‘In returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and confidence shall be your strength’ but you would not…”  What does Isaiah go on to say about the choice of the people?  Therefore let us labor to enter His rest (Hebrews 4:11).  In Christ “we have boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him” (Ephesians 3:12) Again, what is hope?  Why is there always confidence in this hope?
