School of Tyrannus

March 13, 2011

“The Promise”

“Everything in the Bible from Genesis to Revelation points to Jesus’ death on the cross.  It is because of His sacrifice that we are under the new covenant of grace today.  The old covenant will always cause you to look at yourself, whereas the new covenant will always cause you to turn and look at Christ crucified.  Old Testament prophets call you sins to remembrance, while New Testament preachers call you righteousness to remembrance.  Old Testament preachers tell you what is wrong with you, while New Testament preachers tell you what is right with you because of what Jesus has done, in spite of what is wrong with you” (Destined to Reign, page 220).
Paul tells us in Romans 4:13 “For the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not to Abraham or to his seed through the law, but through the righteousness of faith.” What did Abraham believe that was accounted to him as righteousness (verses 4-5)? 
Then Paul goes on to say in Romans 4:14 “For if those who are of the law are heirs, faith is made void and the promise of no effect.”  Therefore, what voids faith in our lives today?  What is hindering the promises of God from coming to pass?  According to Romans 4:16, what makes “the promise” sure to all the seed?
Numbers 13 and 14 describes the story of the spies being sent into the Promised Land.  How many spies were sent?  How many came back with a bad report?  What do these 10 spies represent?  How many spies came back with a good report?  Who do they represent?  

Joshua 2 includes the story of the spies being sent into the Promised Land again.  How many spies were sent this time?  What does this say concerning the other ten?  Were the tribes they represented mentioned this time?  What does this speak of?

Today, our Promised Land is not a place but a Person.  Who is this Person?  Just as with the Children of Israel, what do we have to believe to enter our Promised Land? In Hebrews 3:19 and 4:1, what does Paul say prevented Israel from entering the promise?  What prevents those of us under the new covenant from inheriting the promise?  According to Galatians 3:16, 29, who are Abraham’s seed and heirs to the promise?   
When the law is removed from our lives by grace, we will cease to question God’s love for us, always knowing that we are His beloved, even when we fail.  Why does God love us unconditionally?  Are we loved because of what we have done?  How many times is the phrase “the disciple whom Jesus loved” recorded in Scripture?  Where is it recorded?  Who wrote this phrase?  What does his name mean?  
“We are not rolling away the stone (the law) from dead, stinking flesh (the lost) but from resurrected people (believers).  Just like Lazarus, who had already been made alive, the stone proves to be a hindrance to their coming forth” (Destined to Reign, page 298). 
