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“Isaac”

What are the two things that will cause us to lead a defeated and discouraged life?  Where in the Scriptures is the answer to this question found? Where in the Scriptures did the Apostle Paul share his personal testimony concerning this truth? Where does Paul begin to talk about his victory?  What was the key change that brought Paul victory? 
Paul declares in Romans 1:16-17 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes…For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, the just shall live by faith.” What is the gospel of Christ?  What is the righteousness of God?  Why does Paul say “from faith to faith?”
In Galatians 4:1-7 Paul states “Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, does not differ at all from a slave, though he is master of all.”  What is Paul saying?  In verses 6-7 what does Paul say concerning the Spirit of His Son in our hearts? What had to happen for this adoption to be realized?
Paul tells us in Romans 3:19-20 why the law was given and says “for by the law is the knowledge of sin.”  Why would Paul not say instead “for the law is the knowledge of righteousness” since most of the church has interpreted it that way? He answers this in the first part of verse 20.  
In Matthew 21:18-21 Jesus cursed the fig tree and then said to them “Assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but also if you say to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ it will be done.” Was there any fruit on the fig tree?  Can there ever be?  What was Jesus trying to tell them (and us) concerning faith and its relationship to the fig tree?  What is the significance between Jesus being hungry and what He tells us to hunger for?  
In Genesis 15 Abram is told that he will produce fruit from his body, and the covenant of grace was made with him, confirmed between the Father and the Son. In Genesis 16, Abram and his wife Sarai attempted to produce the answer to this promise through self effort, using Hagar (the Sinai covenant, Galatians 4:25). In Genesis 17, Sarai continued to be fruitless until the Lord changed her name to Sarah.  Then the Lord told them that the promised Seed would be through Abraham and Sarah.  Who named the child Isaac?  What does his name mean?  What is significant about the time Sarah began to produce fruit in her life? How does this story relate to us?  When is fruit and “laughter” produced in our lives?
In Luke 15:11-32 is the story of the prodigal son.  This story describes much of the church today and was used by the Lord to reveal true grace to me in 2007.  He told me that I and much of the church were like the older brother in this story; no joy and no “Isaac.”  What was wrong with the older brother’s understanding and what was the truth that the Father revealed to him in verse 31?  In closing let’s read Psalms 16:11.  Amen!     
