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“You Have Put Off and Have Put On”

The gospel is the revelation of the righteousness of God (Romans 1). What are the two kinds of righteousness?  Paul said in Galatians 2:21 “I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died in vain.”  How do we set aside the grace of God?  
Paul says of himself in Philippians 3:6 that he was “concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.”  Why then was he not satisfied?  Paul discovered, and shares with us in Romans 7 that the law cannot deliver us from sin saying that he was “sold under sin (verse 14).” He was a slave of sin (Romans 6).  
Colossians 2:11 says “In Him you were also circumcised…by putting off the body of the sins* of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ.”  How do the original manuscripts translate this verse?  What does the “circumcision of Christ” mean?
Let’s go back to Romans 7.  Verse 4 says “Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law through the body of Christ, that you may be married to another – to Him who was raised from the dead.”  Therefore, what is spiritual adultery?

In Romans 7:6 Paul declares “But now we have been delivered from the law, having died to what we were held by, so that we should serve in the newness of the Spirit and not in the oldness of the letter.”  What is Paul trying to tell us?  What do we become slaves of?
Paul tells us in Colossians 3:9-10 that “you have put off the old man with his deeds, and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him.” What is the tense of the word “have?” How can this truth help us?
Galatians 3:13 says “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us.” So are we now redeemed from any further curse by our obedience? What does our obedience produce?  What does Jesus’ obedience produce?  
This understanding of the two kinds of righteousness and our choosing the righteousness of faith (that frees us from the impossibility of righteousness under the law) is true repentance.  The word repent comes from the Greek word Metanoia which means to change one’s mind.  How is this subject on righteousness relevant to repentance? 

We, the church, have incorrectly interpreted 1 John 1:9. True confession of sin happens one time, as it did to Zacchaeus in Luke 18:13-14.  He then went to his house justified (verse 14), and Jesus came to tell him about it in Luke 19. How was the law involved? Although the rich young ruler was “very sorrowful” (Luke 19:23), did he repent?  
