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“Running To Him”

Acts 11:26 Luke records that “the disciples were first called Christians at Antioch.” What is the definition of the word “Christian?” What did Barnabas see in Antioch in verse 23?  The early ministry of what Apostle started here in Antioch?
In Mark 9:14, just after Jesus came down from the Mount of Transfiguration, “Immediately, when they saw Him (Jesus), all the people were greatly amazed, and running to Him, greeted Him.” What group always ran to Jesus?  What about to “the little christs?”  What could be the reason for this difference?  
In Mark 5:1-20, Jesus came to the land of the Gadarenes, “Immediately there met Him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit…when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and worshiped Him.” When the man was delivered from the legion of demons, what did Jesus tell him to do in verse 19?  What was the effect of Jesus on those possessed?  What about “the little christs.” What is the main problem with this picture? 
In Mark 6 Jesus walks on the water, comes to the land of Gennesaret and heals all the sick, and again all the people ran to him.  Then in Mark 7:1-2, the Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus and “found fault” with Him.  Why is it that the religious always find fault with Jesus, and all the sinners run to Him?  What about “the little christs?”

In Exodus 19:9 through 20:26 the people sanctified themselves at the base of Mt. Sinai and heard the voice of God speaking the law to them.  In 20:18 and 21, the people “stood afar off” and “begged that the words not be spoken to them anymore (Hebrews 12:19).” What is the difference between what was spoken from that mountain and what Jesus spoke when He came to the earth?  What about what “the little christs” are saying? 
In Deuteronomy 18:15-19 Moses tells the people that heard the word at Mt. Sinai that “The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet (Jesus) like me from your midst, from your brethren.  Him you shall hear, according to all you desired of the Lord your God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, ‘Let me not hear again the voice’ (from that mountain).”  Moses then said that the Lord told him that “what they have spoken is good.”  What does God mean in this passage?  God goes on to tell Moses that “and it shall be that whoever will not hear My words, which He speaks in My name, I will require it of him.”  What is God saying here and in Hebrews 12:22-29? 
After Paul taught the words of the new covenant daily for two years at the School of Tyrannus in Acts 19:1-20, he met with the elders from the church he established there in Ephesus and he commended them in Acts 20:32 “So now, my brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace (from Mt. Zion), which is able to build you up and give you and inheritance among all those who are sanctified.”  What about “the little christs?” What is our message?  Are they running to Jesus or standing afar off? 
