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“Why Do You Test God”

In Acts 15:8-10 Peter confirms the message of salvation through grace and disputed with the Pharisees concerning the gentiles keeping the law saying “So God…acknowledged them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He did to us, and made no distinction between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith. Now therefore, why do you test God by putting a yoke on the neck of the disciples which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved in the same manner as they.” What, according to the Apostle Peter, did it mean to “test God?”
In Acts 11:15-18, Peter is rehearsing the first Gentile salvation, Cornelius and his household.  He states that “as I began to speak (the gospel), the Holy Spirit fell upon them, as upon us at the beginning.” Peter continues saying “If therefore God gave them the same gift as He gave us when we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could withstand God?” To those of the circumcision who were disputing with Peter concerning the salvation given also to the gentiles, what was their bone of contention?  Had the gentiles done anything to earn or merit the gift of the Holy Spirit?
Peter tells us in 2 Peter 3:18 “but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” In grace what always happens?  Is the truest measure of our growth in our behavior?  What then?  

Jesus said in Matthew 6:33 “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.”  Can you get the second things by putting them first?  What does it mean to seek “His righteousness?”

In Acts 3:25-26 Peter is preaching under the anointing of the Holy Spirit and tells us “You are sons…of the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your Seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed.’ To you, first, God, having raised up His Servant Jesus, sent Him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from your iniquities.”  How does Jesus bless us?  Is this keeping first things first?
In Romans 5:6 Paul quotes David from Psalms 32:1, 2 describing the blessedness of the man to whom God imputes righteousness apart from works.”  What are the two points David makes concerning this righteousness?  

Paul tells us in Romans 5:11 that “we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.”  What is reconciliation?  Let’s read 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 for the answer.
In closing let’s read Revelation 2:1-7.  Jesus tells the church in Ephesus that they have left their first love and need to repent.  What does He mean?  Then He praises them for hating the deeds of the Nicolaitans?  What is He referring to?  
