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“A Promise Remains”

The last few classes have centered on the righteousness of faith.  As we submit to His righteousness (Romans 10:3) and cease from our own works of righteousness (Hebrews 4:10), then we begin to enter His rest. Hebrews 4:1 says “Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear lest any of you seem to have come short of it.” What does it mean to come short of entering His rest?  Under the new covenant, when does fear come into our lives?  What is the opposite of fear?  

Hebrews 4:6-8 tells us “Since therefore it remains that some enter it (the rest)…again He designates a certain day, saying in David…’Today, if you will hear His voice’… For if Joshua had given them rest, the He would not afterward have spoken of another day.” Why is Joshua mentioned here?  Why is David mentioned?  
Paul then says in Hebrews 4:11-13 “Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the same example of disobedience.”  What is this disobedience he is referring to?  What is Paul saying to us in verses 12-13?

Jesus says in Luke 12:32 “Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”  Again, why do we enter into fear?  What, according to Jesus should be our expectation towards God?  Based on our doing? What then?  
In John 15:5 Jesus says “I am the vine, you are the branches.  He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”  What is Jesus trying to get us to realize?  Are we in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17)?  Are we accepted in the Beloved (Ephesians 1:6)? What is our job?  What is the devil’s assignment in this process?  Does he want us focused on our condition(s) or our position in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:21, Ephesians 2:6, or Romans 8:17)?
Jeremiah 2:13 says “For My people have committed two evils: they have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters, and hewn themselves cisterns – broken cisterns that can hold no water.” In 1st Timothy 1:13 Paul says “I was formerly a blasphemer…”  What does he mean?  What is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit (the unpardonable sin)? Reading on in that same chapter, what is Paul saying to Timothy in verses 18-20? What does it mean to be “shipwrecked” concerning the faith?  How is verse 20 related to Galatians 3:10?
Jesus told the woman at the well (that’s us folks) “but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst.  But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.”  I heard someone pose the question recently; “How do you glorify a water fountain?  Come thirsty and drink! Jesus is not glorified by our “doing” things for Him. He is glorified by our resting in, and receiving, what He’s done for us.  In closing let’s read Revelation 21:6 and 1 John 2:25.  Thank God the promise remains of entering His rest.  Our “promised land” is to be in Christ. Amen!
