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“Obtain Mercy and Find Grace”
The Apostle Paul, in Hebrews 4:16, says “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”  What is mercy? What is grace?  Why does Paul use the word “obtain” in front of mercy and “find” in front of the word grace?

According to the Scriptures (Isaiah 37:16), where is the place of God’s dwelling?  Interestingly, Numbers 7:89 and 8 is the only place in Scripture where God spoke to Moses from above the mercy seat in the Tabernacle.  What were the two things God instructed Moses to do?  Since this speaks of our High Priest, how does this relate to us?
Hebrews 9 compares the Old Covenant Sanctuary with the New Covenant Sanctuary.  In the Old, behind the second veil, “the high priest went alone once a year, not without blood.” According to Leviticus 16:2, what would happen if the high priest entered behind the veil, except on the Day of Atonement and/or without blood?  
Thankfully Hebrews 9 says “But Christ came as High Priest of the good things * that have come, with the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation.  Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.”  What does Paul go on to say as a result “how much more” effective the blood of Jesus is when compared to the blood of bulls and goats?  What should be the effect on our conscience?

A blessed change has been made by the gospel of Christ. Now we as Christians have boldness to enter the holiest, through the veil, every day.  Let’s read this wonderful truth in Hebrews 10:19-25. How are we to “draw near?” Why can we have “full assurance of faith?” Why are we to not forsake assembling together and exhorting one another as we see “the Day” approaching?
In Ephesians 2:4-7 Paul tells us “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us…made us alive together with Christ (for by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.”  How does this Scripture relate to Hebrews 4:16? How did God confirm that Jesus’ work was finished (this was such an awesome event)? 
Under the Old Covenant, Aaron must not come near (behind the veil) at all times, “lest he die;” we under the New must now come near at all times that we may live: it is distance only that is our death. Under the old covenant God appeared in the cloud above the mercy seat, but now with open face we behold, not in a dark cloud, but in a clear glass, the glory of the Lord (2 Corinthians 3:18). According to 1 Corinthians 3:16 and 2 Timothy 1:14, because of Jesus’ finished work, where does the Spirit of God now dwell?
