School of Tyrannus

June 26, 2011

“A Highway for Our God”
Last week we had some class discussion concerning the lack of signs, wonders and miracles in the church today.  We touched on some likely reasons including: dead works, asceticism, charismatic divination, and the mixture of covenants that has kept us focused on us rather than on the finished work of Christ? What is asceticism? What is divination?
The Apostle Paul dealt with asceticism in the early church that, through the craftiness of satan, began to corrupt the truth and simplicity of the gospel. We looked briefly at Colossians 2 last week. Let’s look a little deeper.  In verse 2, Paul’s goal is that we “attain to all of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery *of Christ.”  What is this mystery?

Paul goes on in Colossians 2 to stress his concern “lest anyone should deceive you” (verse 4) and “lest anyone cheat you” (verse 8), saying “in Him dwells all the fullness” (verse 9) “and you are complete in Him” (verse 10). Where is Paul’s focus?  Where do we generally get off track?  What does the word complete mean in Greek?
Then in Colossians 2:18-23, Paul begins to explain how they (and we) are “cheated of our reward”…“not holding fast to the Head”…“subjecting ourselves to regulations” (Galatians 3:10)…“self-imposed religion, false humility, and asceticism, which are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.” Now that, due to Jesus’ finished work, we live under a continual open heaven (Jesus Christ was Jacob’s ladder at Bethel), does our Abba want us feasting or fasting? How many times are we commanded to fast under the new covenant?  When Paul mentions fasting in 1 Corinthians 7:5 does it relate to spiritual warfare?  What is true spiritual warfare? How often can we feast at Jesus’ table?
Therefore, how do we provide “a highway for our God” in bringing His people into their inheritance (Jesus’ finished work)?  Let’s look at Isaiah 40:1-11 for the answer.  In the first few verses, how does the Lord say to “comfort, yes, comfort My people”?  What does “every valley shall be exalted and every mountain and hill brought low” have to do with making “straight in the desert* a highway for our God?”

In Isaiah 40:9 the right message from the right mountain, Zion not Sinai, is referenced saying “you who bring good tidings, get up into the high mountain.” Let’s look at Matthew 17 for what happened in the “high mountain” during the Transfiguration of Christ.  “Now after six days (remember this one thing that Peter told us) Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them up on a high mountain…and He was transfigured before them.”  How is the new covenant message of grace related to Jesus’ transfiguration?  What is significant about who Jesus took there?  Who appeared with Jesus, and what do they represent?  What did God say?  What was the first thing Jesus said after that “voice from the cloud?” Why is this important in preparing a highway for our God?  When Jesus came down from the mountain, what did the people do (Mark 9:15)? How is this message related to the story that follows in Matthew 17:14-21?  We, like John the Baptist are “preparing the way of the Lord.”  How? John’s name means?
