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“Obedience is better than Sacrifice”

The first five verses of Psalms 103 reveal the benefits that belong to those who are in Christ.  I believe that these benefits are listed in a progressive order.  What is significant about the first benefit and how does this relate to Matthew 6:33? How does the story of Abraham relate to this passage in Psalms?
As He continued to unveil this truth the Lord led me to two passages of Scripture that forever removed any doubt as to what He was trying to convey.  The first is found in Mark 2:1-12 (Luke 5:17-24).  What was the first thing that Jesus said to the man who had been lowered through the roof in order to be healed? Why was this harder than healing?
The second place in Scripture where the Lord confirmed His word to me was Psalms 116:12-13; “What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits toward me? I will take up the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord.”  What is the cup of salvation?  What did Jesus say in Matthew 26:27-28 regarding the cup?
Therefore, what does our obedience have to do with receiving all the benefits available to us in Christ? Let’s look at a story in 1 Samuel 15:1-30 for more revelation on the phrase “obedience is better than sacrifice.” Remember that there are types and shadows throughout the Old Testament that point to Christ and His redemptive work.  What does the word “Amal” mean in Hebrew (Strong’s #6000) and what do the Amalekites represent in this story?  How has Saul’s self-perception corrupted his obedience to God?  What does verse 21 reveal to us in this story, including the resulting leadership of King Saul?  What had the Amalekites done to the children of Israel on the way to the Promised Land, prompting this order for their destruction, and how does this relate to us on our journey to our promised land? 
Let’s concentrate a little more on 1 Samuel 15:22-24. Does the Lord have delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices?  Is obedience better than sacrifice?  What was the obedience God wanted? Notice in Hebrews 10:1-14 what Jesus says concerning His Father’s attitude toward sacrifices that were offered according to the law. “Sacrifice and offering, burnt offerings, and offerings for sin You did not desire, nor had pleasure in them,” then He said, “behold I have come to do Your will, O God.”  How was Jesus obedient to His Father’s will (see verses 9, 10 and chapter 9:26-28)? 
Was God satisfied with Jesus’ obedience?  Look at Isaiah 53:19-12.  Notice the word labor in verse 11; “He shall see the ‘labor’ of His soul and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, for He shall bear (put away) their iniquities.”  Paul tells us in Romans 5:19 (right after telling us how to reign in 5:17) that “by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.” How righteous (2 Cor 5:21)?
What is rebellion today, which according to Samuel is like divination and witchcraft? What is true obedience under the new covenant (see Hebrews 3:18-19, 4:1-3.10)? 
