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“The Righteousness of Faith”

Last week we talked about the flow of God’s benefits and how this depends on our understanding of the righteousness of faith, by His grace alone.  What is the biggest problem in the church today on the topic of grace? Is the devil a proponent of the grace doctrine? In Titus 2:11 Paul says “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men.” Is it a doctrine that did this, or a person? What did Jesus “appear” to do, according to Hebrews 9:26? Therefore, can we preach and teach about grace too much?  

There are two groups of people on the earth; those that believe “the” Truth, and those that believe “the” lie (2 Thessalonians 2:11-12). Jesus said in John 14:6 “I am…the truth.”  In John 8:32 Jesus says “And you shall know (Greek – ginosko) the Truth and the Truth shall make you free.”  What does Jesus (the Truth) free us from?  Notice what Jesus says to those who refuse to hear the Truth in John 8:44; “You are of your father, the devil…he was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth…when he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.” What is the “mother of all lies” that the father of all lies tells us? What is the result? 
The story of Cain and Abel in Genesis 4 reflects the contrast of these two groups of people mentioned in the previous section of the notes.  What did Cain and Abel offer up to God as their sacrifice?  Hebrews 11:4 says that “By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead still speaks.”  How did Abel become righteous?  Notice what Paul says in Romans 10:6-10; “the righteousness of faith speaks…for with the heart man believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” Therefore, how do we become righteous?   
Notice what God says to Cain in Genesis 4:5-7.  How does this story relate to Jesus’ encounter with the rich young ruler and Zacchaeus in Luke 18:9-14; 18-22? Who of the two believed “the lie” and who believed in and submitted to “The Truth?”   
Romans 9:23-33 describes the relationship of the Gentile believers who “have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness of faith.”  Then in Romans 10:1-5 Paul describes the ignorance of those who were “seeking to establish their own righteousness.” Verse 4 concludes that “Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.” What then is our current relationship to the law (see Romans 7:4, 6)? Some teachers have taken it upon themselves to “correct” the “grace message,” one defining grace as God’s power (ability) working in us to keep what truth (law) demands. Is this a realistic definition?  What does “the Truth” demand? 
Our view of God’s righteousness is a matter of life and death.  Galatians 3 discusses the dangers of mixing law and grace. Can a believer come under the curse of the Law?  How (see Galatians 3:10)? Galatians 2:20-21 tells us that we have been crucified with Christ and it is no longer our life that we live, but Christ lives in us. Let us not set aside the grace of God, “for if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died in vain.”  
