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“Christ Has Made Us Free”

In John 16:7-14 Jesus tells us that when the Spirit comes “He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.”  Then Jesus says “He will glorify Me.” What is significant about the word “they” in verse 9 and “you” in verse 10? Who is the focus of the Holy Spirit in the world today?  What is the devil’s focus? 
2 Corinthians 3:17 says “Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty.” What are we liberated from (see Isaiah 61:1-3)? In that passage, what kind of trees are we called, by who’s planting, so that who may be glorified?
Notice also in 2 Corinthians 3:6-18 that He “made us sufficient as ministers of the new covenant” where “the Spirit gives life.” According to verses 7-9 what does the law “minister” and what does the Spirit “minister?”  Notice that the ministry of the Spirit is also called the ministry of righteousness.  What is the significance of this truth?
The remainder of 2 Corinthians 3 talks about a veil over the hearts of those who do not believe the gospel.  What is the veil?  According to verse 16, when is the veil removed?  According to verse 18, what changes us into His image?  In Acts chapter 9, when Ananias laid hands on Saul to receive his “sight,” what happened to the veil?  What does Ananias’ name mean? According to Colossians 1:6, when was our veil removed?  
Paul tells us Galatians 5:1 to “Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.” Who made us free?  What is the yoke of bondage that Paul is referring to?  What happens when we do get entangled?  Once again, what does the Spirit minister in Galatians 5:5?
We must always be aware in Graceland that spies are roaming about.  Paul had this problem too and remarks in Galatians 2:4 that false brethren were secretly brought in “who came in by stealth to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage.”  How long did Paul put up with this opposition to “the” truth? What are these “spies” that seek to restore bondage to us today?  In Numbers 13, when the 12 spies were sent in to spy out the Promised Land, how many came back with a bad report?  What do these 10 represent?  On the next spy mission in Joshua 2, how many spies were sent?  What happened to the other 10?  How does this relate to us?
How serious is the Lord concerning the declaration of liberty?  Let’s look at Jeremiah for some answers.  Jeremiah 31:31-34 prophecies concerning the new covenant.  Jeremiah 33:15-16 prophecies about “A Branch of Righteousness” that will execute judgment and righteousness in the earth and that Jerusalem (the possession of peace) will dwell safely and be known by this name: “THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” Then Jeremiah 34 tells the story of the last King of Judah, Zedekiah (YHWH is righteousness), who “made a covenant with all the people who were at Jerusalem to proclaim liberty to them.”  At first they all agreed, but then brought them back into bondage. What happened to King Zedekiah and to all the people who refused liberty to the captives (verse 17)? And us?   
