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“And You Shall Know the Truth”

Jesus said in John 8:32 “And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” The people gathered there claimed to be Abraham’s seed, and that they had never been in bondage.  In the next few verses, how does Jesus distinguish between a slave and a son? He then tells them that “If you were Abraham’s children, you would do the works of Abraham.”  What were these “works”?  

Jesus goes on in John 8:44 to tell them that “You are of your father the devil…He was a murderer from the beginning and does not stand in the truth.” How were the people related to the devil, with regard to their belief system? What does this belief system minister to people today (2 Corinthians 3:7)? In verses 51-52 Jesus said “If anyone keeps my word he shall never see (or taste) death.”  What does He mean (see Hebrews 2:9)?
In 1 John 5:18-21, we see the Apostle John telling this same “truth” that he had written in the gospel of John Chapter 8.  In verse 18, why is it that the wicked one cannot touch “whoever is born of God?” Colossians 2:13-15 (and Ephesians 2:15) says “And you being dead…He has made alive together in Him…having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us…and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross…having DISARMED principalities and powers.” 

Back in 1 John 5:19 he says “We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one.”  What is this “sway” of the wicked one?  But John goes on to say in the next verse, “And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding, that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ…this is eternal life.” What is this understanding that is our hope of glory (Colossians 1:27)?

What do we do when the devil, or one of his children, tries to pull us back under the “sway” of his “obsolete” weapon?  Let’s read and meditate on the answer in Isaiah 54:17, Amplified version. “But no weapon that is formed against you shall prosper, and every tongue that shall rise against you in judgment you shall show to be in the wrong. This [peace, righteousness, security, triumph over opposition] is the heritage of the servants of the Lord [those in whom the ideal Servant of the Lord is reproduced]; this is the righteousness or the vindication which they obtain from Me [this is that which I impart to them as their justification], says the Lord.” Jesus is now my advocate, so I “rest” my case.     

Jesus says in John 5:24 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.” When we say to the world that they are cursed if they don’t repent and accept Jesus, are we properly sharing the gospel that the Apostle Paul preached?  Why or why not?  What did Jesus read in the Scriptures when the scroll was handed to Him in Luke 4:18-19? Is this the acceptable time?  What does the world need to hear?  
