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“Work Out Your Own Salvation”

Ephesians 2:8-9 says “For by grace you have been saved, through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” Does our faith save us? What does faith do?  What is reality? (See Hebrews 11:1 and footnotes).
Hebrews 3 and 4 teaches us that we enter God’s rest when we “believe” in His finished work and “cease from our works as God did from His.”  When do we know that we have “tasted and seen” that the Lord is good; or tasted the flavor of faith?  When we _______?  
Romans 5:10 says “when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son.” 1John 2:2 tells us that “He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.”  From the beginning, and after the fall of man, was God for or against us?  Who hid from whom in Genesis 3:9-10?  Did God curse Adam? What is the significance of verse 21? What then is the problem, and the answer? Why is this significant in the next story in Genesis 4, and throughout the Scriptures? 
Paul admonishes us in Philippians 2:12 “To work out your own salvation with fear and trembling” (Greek says with self-distrust). What does this mean?  What does 2:13 tell us about who should be doing the work? What does man mistakenly attempt to do? 

1 Corinthians 6:17 says “But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him.” 
Colossians 2:10 (Amplified) says “And you are in Him, made full and having come to fullness of life [in Christ you too are filled with the Godhead--Father, Son and Holy Spirit--and reach full spiritual stature]. And He is the Head of all rule and authority [of every angelic principality and power]. Is there anything lacking in this truth?
When God established the New Covenant, who did He cut the covenant with? Who is the mediator?  What was Jesus’ part?  What is our part?  “Therefore, if any person is [ingrafted] in Christ (the Messiah) he is a new creation (a new creature altogether); the old [previous moral and spiritual condition] has passed away. Behold, the fresh and new has come! But all things are from God, Who through Jesus Christ reconciled us to Himself [received us into favor, brought us into harmony with Himself] and gave to us the ministry of reconciliation [that by word and deed we might aim to bring others into harmony with Him]. It was God [personally present] in Christ, reconciling and restoring the world to favor with Himself, not counting up and holding against [men] their trespasses [but cancelling them], and committing to us the message of reconciliation (of the restoration to favor). So we are Christ's ambassadors, God making His appeal as it were through us. We [as Christ's personal representatives] beg you for His sake to lay hold of the divine favor [now offered you] and be reconciled to God. For our sake He made Christ [virtually] to be sin Who knew no sin, so that in and through Him we might become [endued with, viewed as being in, and examples of] the righteousness of God [what we ought to be, approved and acceptable and in right relationship with Him, by His goodness].” (2 Corinthians 5:17-21 Amplified). “Now is the accepted time” (2 Cor 6:2).
