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“Well Done”

In Matthew 25: 23, 34 Jesus said “Well done…Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” What does it mean to do well?  In John 6:28 the disciples asked “What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?” How did Jesus answer the question in verse 29?  
Last week, we looked at the story of Cain and Abel in Genesis 4.  In verse 4 (and Hebrews 11:4) God accepted Abel, calling him “righteous” by his faith. What again is faith?  In verses 5-7 after God rejected Cain’s offering (his own works), God said to him, “If you do well, will you not be accepted?” What could Cain have done to hear God say “well done” as He had to Abel? What did he choose instead?  What was the result?
In John 3:17-21 Jesus says “God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world…He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already.” What does He mean by being already condemned?  What did God’s justice demand after the fall?  What about after the cross (to those who accept their acceptance in Christ)? Could God have saved us anyway?  What restrained Him?  How did Satan use this against us and God? Why does Colossians 2:14-15 call what happened at the cross a “public spectacle” and a “triumph”? 
John 1:12 says “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, not of the will of man, but of God.” What happens when we give our life to the Lord?  Does He change us? According to John 15:16 do we choose Him?  

As we have learned in past lessons, according to John 16:8-11, what sin does the Holy Spirit convict the world of?  After one believes, what then does the Spirit convict us of?  Let’s look at 2 Corinthians 3:6-9, 18. As sufficient ministers of the new covenant, what do we (by the Holy Spirit) minister?  Let’s focus in on verse 9. “For if the ministry of condemnation had glory (Greek – doxa: opinion, judgment, view), the ministry of righteousness (Greek – Dikaiosune: the condition acceptable to God; the way in which man may attain a state approved of God) exceeds much more in glory (Greek – doxa: opinion, judgment, view).” Isaiah 53:1 asks “Who has believed our report?” What ministry are we allowing to minister to us? As we minister to each other and to the world, why can we be sufficient as ministers of the new covenant, and not the old? Therefore, our proclamation should be?  And our invitation? (See 2 Corinthians 5:17-21).  
In 2 Corinthians 3:18 “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory (Greek – doxa: opinion, judgment, view) of the Lord, are being transformed (Greek - Metamorphoo: to change into another form) into the same image from glory (doxa: opinion, judgment, view) to glory (doxa: opinion, judgment, view), just as by the Spirit of the Lord.”  Therefore, what are we doing with the help of the Spirit?  
