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“That Rock Was Christ”

In 1 Corinthians 10:4 Paul tells us that the children of Israel in the wilderness “all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ.” What is the significance of “The Rock?” The next verse says that God was not pleased with most of them and they perished before entering the Promised Land. Why was He not pleased?  What does Hebrews 11:1, 6 tell us about faith? What was the result of their unbelief in 1 Corinthians 10:6-10 (see Galatians 5:18-21 The Message Bible and answer the question: What is the kingdom of God?).
The first “striking of the Rock” in the Old Testament is recorded in Exodus 17:1-7. Was this before or after the Law was given?  The previous 3-4 chapters were all examples of one deliverance after another, even noting that, during a previous thirst, a “tree” was thrown into bitter water and it became sweet. Notice that the people had been wandering in the Wilderness of Sin, and God commanded them to set up camp at in Rephidim (what does this word mean in Hebrew? _______ ). There was no water there, yet.  What does water often refer to in Scripture?  Moses was commanded to strike the Rock with his rod, and water came forth. What is the substance of these shadows?
Now notice the next story in Exodus 17:8-16.  Remember our study of the Amalekites and their King, Agag, in 1 Samuel 15:1-30?  What does the word Amal (Strong’s #6000) mean in Hebrew? And again, the word Rephidim? Now read verse 8 in light of this understanding.  What does the rod being held up in verses 9-12 represent? Notice the last few verses of the chapter and God’s perspective on “works.” Doesn’t verse 14 sound a lot like Jesus when He cursed the fig tree?
The second reference to the striking of “The Rock” is found in Numbers 20:1-13. The previous chapter discusses the ashes of the red heifer and how when mixed with water causes purification. What is the substance of this shadow?  Thirty-eight years passes between Numbers chapter 19 and 20. The children of Israel are camped in Kadesh (what is the meaning in Hebrew? ________ ). They have lost the meaning of the original striking of the Rock, because only the elders had witnessed the first one, and where were they now?  So, they cried out for water.  Moses was instructed to take the rod and Aaron, and gather the congregation together and to “speak” to the rock, with God’s promise that it would yield its water. What did Moses do instead?  What was Moses’ sin?  It was unbelief (verse 12).  Moses did not doubt God’s power but His willingness to bring forth the blessings of “The Rock” in light of the people’s obvious rebellion and sin.  It was up to the leadership to “Speak” to that affect.  Sound familiar?  
I wondered for years why Moses struck the rock twice, and there may be many reasons, but then I ran across a reference in the Jewish Shemoth Rabba, fol. 122, which says concerning Moses two strokes of the rock, that it “poured out blood at the first stroke, and water at the second.” No doubt this is why John 19:35-36 calls to the attention of the Jews that Jesus was indeed the true Messiah, as typified by the rock in the wilderness. Also that He fulfilled “not a bone shall be broken” (Exodus 12:46; Numbers 9:12; Psalms 34:20) &“They shall look upon Him whom they pierced” (Zechariah 12:10). We were born of the flesh through Adam’s side, and of the Spirit through Jesus’ side. Oh, yes!
