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“Mary”
Psalms 45:1-2 reveals “My heart is overflowing with a good theme; I recite my composition concerning the King; my tongue is the pen of ready writer. You are fairer than the sons of men; Grace is poured upon Your lips; therefore God has blessed You forever.” What is this Psalm about?  Verses 1-9, 16, 17 are about the King and verses 10-15 are about the bride. How does this Psalm relate to the first chapter of John’s gospel? 
Isaiah 26:10 says “Let grace be shown to the wicked, yet he will not learn righteousness; in the land of uprightness he will deal unjustly, and will not behold the majesty of the LORD.” Who are the wicked?  What lie do they believe? 
In Genesis when man “listened” to the wrong voice and subsequently hid from God and began covering himself, God asked “Who told you?” in reference to their nakedness (self awareness). Paul tells us in Roman 3:23 that “All have sinned and fall short of (forfeit) the glory (doxa) of God.”  We started trying to “live up to” the standard of the Law (self-righteousness relegating us to a life dictated by our conscience hopelessly doomed to failure and guilt). The imperative of gospel is “living out of” our identity in Christ through the grace and peace that is provided in the gospel. How many of Paul’s letters to the churches start with “grace and peace?” How about Peter’s letters? What do each of these terms mean? According to Peter’s letters, how is grace and peace multiplied? 
Ephesians 4:7 says “But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.” What does this mean?  Is this good news? Then verse 13 adds “till we all come to the unity of the faith (realization) and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” (see also Colossians 2:8-10 for “In Him dwells the fullness…and you are complete in Him”).
In Luke 13:22-30 Jesus talks about the Way into the Kingdom. He says in verse 24 that “many…will seek to enter and will not be able.” What enables us to enter?  Then in verse 27 He says to those who refuse to enter through the narrow gate, “Depart from Me, all you workers of iniquity.”  What are workers of iniquity? Then Jesus says something so awesome in verse 30, when He contrasts the coming New Covenant from the Old: “And indeed there are last who will be first, and there are first who will be last.” What is a good example of this found in Luke 23:39-43?
How could God illustrate perfectly the opening of the “Way” into the throne of Grace? Let’s look at the story of the resurrection in John 20:1-18. As we learned in an earlier class, when Mary Magdalene, John, and Peter looked into the empty tomb, what shadow of the old covenant was now the substance of the new?  What is significant about the word “saw” in this passage?  What did Mary see that the others did not? What did the mercy seat become after the resurrection?  Why Mary?  Who, of all the people on the earth, did Jesus appear to first?  What would the world have considered Mary?  Under the old covenant, who could look at the mercy seat?  What better example of Hebrews 4:16, that now we can “come boldly to the throne of grace” to “obtain mercy and find grace.”
