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“If I Am Lifted Up”

In John 12:32 Jesus said “And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.” According to the next verse, what did Jesus mean by “lifted up?” According to the previous verse what would be the result of Jesus being lifted up?  Who are “all peoples”? What did the tree of knowledge become when Jesus was lifted up on it?  
John 3:14 declares “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up.” What does this story recorded in Numbers 21 refer to?  What was the serpent on the pole to be made of?  What does this signify?  What is the mandate of every minister of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:17-21)?  To “uphold” Jesus and His finished work, so that the world can “behold” and be reconciled.  As we continue to “behold,” what does the Holy Spirit do?  What happens when look back to ourselves?
In Galatians 3:13 Paul declares that “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us, for it is written ‘Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree,’ that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.” What is significant about this provision of the law concerning a person hanged on a tree?  

Notice in Deuteronomy 21:22-23 this provision of the law that Paul refers to in Galatians 3:13.  How many men have committed a sin deserving of death?  How many men have not sinned and therefore are not deserving of death?  Notice God states that “he who is hanged is accursed of God.” How is God’s justice served in the matter of sin (see also Romans 8:3, 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 and Romans 5:16-19)?
Going back to John 12, in verse 35 Jesus says “Walk while you have the light…he who walks in darkness does not know where he is going. While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light.” Who is the light? What was the “light” that He brought us? Then in John 14:4 Jesus says “And where I go you know, and the way you know.”  In the next verse Thomas asks a legitimate question, “How can we know the way?” What was the old roadmap that men used to seek their way but never finding it?  How does Jesus answer Thomas? Did He say you have the law and the Ten Commandments to guide you?  What does Jesus say? “I am the way.” 
As Christians we know the way to live, because we are led by, and are living in, “the Way” Himself. When we do our part (looking to Christ for our justification before God), the Holy Spirit does His part (bringing about in us a transformed life). “You can’t go the wrong way by putting all your confidence in Jesus and the fullness of His grace, because He is the way!  It is when we try to find the way by following a written code that we actually lose our way, because our focus is no longer on our glorious Saviour, but our own failed attempt at legalistic righteousness” – Mick Mooney. Does Romans 8:3-14 confirm this truth?  Where, according to Philippians 3:9, did the Apostle Paul want to be found? “In Him was life, and the life was the light of men” (John 1:4). 
