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“The Revelation of the Mystery”

Paul tells us in Romans 16:25-27 “Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret since the world began but now made manifest…for obedience to the faith – to God, alone wise, be glory through Jesus Christ forever.” Who and through what establishes us?  Can we establish ourselves?  What was given to prove this to us?  How does it perform this duty? What is an interesting side note concerning Romans 16:17? 
In Romans 11:25 Paul states “For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own opinion (estimation).”  What therefore reveals ignorance in the understanding of the mystery of the gospel? How is this chapter in Romans similar to the story of Ruth?  What topic is referenced the 5th time Ruth’s name is mentioned?  What is significant about the number 5 in Hebrew? 
Now notice in Romans 11:8-9 that Paul quotes the Law and Prophets to reveal the blindness of men to the mystery of Christ.  What is on “their table” mentioned in verse 9?  What is on our table (Psalms 23:5)? As we eat from the Lord’s Table, what follows us? Notice Paul’s reference to God’s goodness in Romans 11:22.  What invokes God’s severity and His goodness?
How is John 15:5 related to Paul’s reference to the branches in Romans 11:18-21?  In this passage in John 15, the mystery of Christ is revealed in the fact that fruit is produced in and through us, not by our own effort, but by His being in us, and us being in Him.  According to this passage, who is the vinedresser and who is the vine? How is this relevant and comforting in what Jesus says in John 15: 2?
Back in Romans 11:15, what is Paul referring to by the statement “For if their being cast away is the reconciling of the world?” Paul addresses this in Hebrews 7:18-19, 8:7, 13, 10:8-10.  Therefore, as we have said many times, as ministers of reconciliation according to 2 Corinthians 5:17-21, the mystery we reveal is that “God was in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them.” Paul states in Galatians 3:22, “Now a mediator does not mediate for one only, but God is one.” How is Paul revealing the mystery of Christ in this passage?
In Mark 4:10-13 Jesus tells His disciples, who are confused about the Parable of the Sower that “To you it has been given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God” and also says to them “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand all the parables?” What is Jesus trying to convey to them and to us concerning the relationship of the mystery and the parables? How does Paul’s Paradise revelation relate? 
We will be looking at the Parables in the coming weeks through the lens of the mystery of Christ. In finishing today’s class let’s look at one aspect of the Parable of the Sower. What is Mark 4:14 and 4:20 revealing to us concerning the mystery Jesus refers to in Mark 4:11-12 (Hint: refer back to John 15:1)? 
