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“Known By God”

In Ephesians 4:7 Paul says “But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.” Then in the next verse he quotes from Psalms 68:18 saying “You have ascended on high…led captivity captive…gave gifts to men, even the rebellious.”  What is this a picture of?  What is captivity (see Hebrews 2:14-17)?  Then in Psalms 68:19-20, David goes on to say that the Lord “daily loads us with benefits” and “escapes from death.” What does Hebrews 2:9 say concerning Jesus’ relationship to our death?
In 1 Timothy 1:13-16 Paul gives his testimony concerning grace stating that he was “formerly a blasphemer…and an insolent man” but he “obtained mercy” and “the grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant” summarizing with the statement that “Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief” and again he “obtained mercy” as a pattern for others.  Who is a blasphemer?  Why did Jesus come into the world?
In 1 Timothy 2:4-6 Paul further illustrates the heart of God “who desires all men to be saved.”  Then he states that there is “one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.” Paul adds in Hebrews 9:26 that “once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.” How many of us have been ransomed?  
Paul says in Galatians 4:4-9 “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law.”  How many of us were under the law?  How many were redeemed from it?  What does Paul mean in verse 9 by “known by God” (Notice too, in Galatians 3:22)? According to Titus 2:11, how many men has “the grace that brings salvation appeared to?”
To those who see the hidden “Mystery” and believe the good news of the gospel (accept their acceptance), according to Romans 6 we were co-crucified, co-buried, and co-resurrected with Jesus (and seated with Him – Ephesians 2:6), and as recorded in verse 7 “freed from sin.” The tragedy of verse 10 is that “the death that He died, He died to sin once for all.”  Therefore the good news of verse 14, intended for all men, is that “sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace.” What should our vantage point be in the battle with sin?  What limits our dominion over sin?  Is this what Paul is telling us in verses 15-18? 
Going back to our introduction to the Parables of Jesus, we talked last week about the Parable of the Sower.  Who is the Sower and Who is the Word that was sown? This is the truth we have been looking at in today’s class. Now, in Matthew 25 there are a couple of Parables about the judgment.  The first is the Parable of the Ten Virgins and the second is the Parable of the Talents.  What is the initial truth about both Parables?  In the Parable of the Ten Virgins, what caused 5 to be wise and 5 foolish?  What does the oil represent and how does this relate to what Jesus says of the Holy Spirit in John 16:7-15?  In closing let’s look at 2 Kings 4:1-7.  What is the type and shadow of the relationship between Elijah and Elisha?  What is the church to be doing while waiting on the Bridegroom? 
