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“Looking Unto Jesus”

Hebrews 12:2 says, “Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.” What is meant by Jesus being the author and finisher of our faith?
When Paul wrote to Philemon he said in verse 6, “that the sharing of your faith may become effective by the acknowledgement of every good thing that is in you in Christ Jesus.”  When does faith become effective?  Why has the sharing of our faith, for the most part, been ineffectual?  

According to Mark 16:15, what is, and always has been, the purpose and mandate of the church of Jesus Christ?  What is the gospel?  
When the Holy Spirit was given to the church in Acts chapter 2, what did He speak through those who received?  In how many languages did the Holy Spirit speak?  What are the wonderful works of God (see also 2 Corinthians 5:17-21)? 
In Romans 1:16-17, Paul declares “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ.”  Why is Paul not ashamed of the gospel?  What is our part in the gospel?  
Hebrews 4:3 says “For we who have believed do enter that rest…”  What rest is he referring to?  What is it we believe?  Why does this require rest?  
In 1st John 4:9-18, the Apostle John describes the love of God, and in verse 17 describes how love is perfected in us “because as He is, so are we in this world.”  How does John describe the love of God in verse 10?  

2 Corinthians 3:18 states “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror , the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.” As we discovered in the first section of today’s notes, “Looking unto Jesus” allows us by faith to enter into this grace we have received.  What does this verse clarify about the work of the Holy Spirit in us?
In conclusion, when we believe the gospel, we die, and from that moment on, Christ lives in us.  Our temptation under the new covenant is to not believe the fullness of this eternal truth; to doubt who we are in Christ and Who He is that has made us new creations in Him. This will not happen if our gaze is fixed on Jesus.  Therefore let us always be “Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.”   
