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“Dead Indeed to Sin”

In Philippians 1:1-11 Paul greets the churches with a wonderful greeting and prayer.  In verse 5 what is Paul thankful for regarding the gospel?  In verse 7 he tells us that we are in his heart because we are partakers with him in what?  In verse 11 he prays that we be filled with what, produced by whom, and giving glory to whom?  

In Titus 3:3-7 Paul declares that we “were once foolish, disobedient, deceived…but when the kindness and love of God our Savior toward man appeared, NOT BY WORKS of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us…having been justified by His grace.”  So then, how are we justified?  What kind of fruit results?  

In Romans 10:1-13 Paul describes the ignorance concerning the righteousness of faith and tells us how the righteousness of faith speaks.  What does verse 4 tell us concerning our relationship to the law?  Why is this so?  What is the main “catch” that undermines the righteousness of faith (verses 6-7, especially clear in the Amplified)?

Righteousness of faith requires death to sin. In Romans 6:7-14 Paul explains this wonderful truth. Verse 10 says “For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.” How many times did Jesus die to sin?  For how many of us (see also Hebrews 10:9-14)? Now, an important question: how did Jesus die to sin?  Was it in character and conduct? How then did Jesus die to sin?  
As Romans 6:10 deals with Jesus’ death to sin, Romans 6:11 deals with our death to sin.  Paul says “Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” How then do we die to sin?  All of my life I was taught that it was a death to sin in thought, word and deed.  How many of us have honestly died to sin this way? Can this be the way Paul intends us to understand this verse?  What does the first word of this verse mean? How many times is the word sin mentioned in the book of Romans?  How many as a noun (Greek – Hamartia)? How is it used in verses 10-11?
Looking a little deeper at verse 11, what is meant by the word reckon (Strong’s # 3049, Greek – Logiozomai)?  The notes concerning this word on studylight.org states “This word deals with reality. If I ‘Logizomai’ or reckon that my bank book has in it, it has in it. Otherwise I am deceiving myself. This word refers to facts not suppositions.” With this understanding, how then do we as believers die to sin?  According to what Paul says in verses 12-14, what is the result of dying to sin in the “likewise” manner that Jesus died to sin?  Where, in all of the epistles of Paul, does the phrase “in Christ” first appear? 2nd?   
How important is this understanding of death to sin as it relates the righteousness of faith and inheriting the promises of God?  We have referenced Psalms 103:1-5. Today, let’s look at another example. What is the most quoted verse in the New Testament concerning healing (also found in Isaiah 53)?  What does Peter link this verse to in 1 Peter 2:24? When Peter uses the word sins in this verse it is “hamartia” as Paul uses in Romans 6:11. Note David’s prophecy about the strength of His (God’s) righteousness in Psalms 71:16.
