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“Fruit to Holiness”

In Romans 6:23 Paul tells us, “The wages of sin is death, but…” But what?  What is the context of this passage of Scripture?
As Paul attempts to convey the truth of this glorious gospel of Jesus Christ, in Romans 4 he refers to a prophecy of David concerning the new covenant.  Beginning in verse 6 “Even as David also describes the blessedness of the man to whom God imputes righteousness without works.”  How then do these blessed men and women become righteous?
Paul goes on to quote David in the next two verses with David’s conclusion concerning our blessedness in verse 8, “Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin (see also Psalms 32:2).”  Now this begs a huge question; how can God impute righteousness and sin to the same person?  Would that be just? In Psalms 32, why is deceit mentioned?
Paul tells us in Romans 3:26 that God wants “to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.” What does Paul mean by “just and justifier?” According to the next verse, what happens to any boasting under the law of faith?
Looking again in Romans 6, verse 1 asks the question so often asked by those who oppose the gospel of grace, or do not understand it: “Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?”  How does Paul answer the question?  
Notice that Romans 6:1-14 concerns the believer’s death to sin in principle, and Romans 6:15-23 deals with the believer’s death to sin in practice.  What happens when believers do not understand the first half of Romans chapter 6?  

Notice in Romans 6:22 that “now having been set free from sin… you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life.”  What is meant by “fruit to holiness?”  When the principle of the believer’s death to sin in principle is not believed, how might this phrase be changed? 
In closing let’s read Paul’s closing statements in his letter to the Romans.  In Romans 16:25-27 he says “Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret since the world began but now made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures made known to all nations, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, for obedience to the faith – to God, alone wise, be glory through Jesus Christ forever.  Amen.”  According to this truth what causes us to be established?  What is the revelation of the mystery?
