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“The Glory That Excels”

Let’s begin our fellowship in the gospel today by reading an excerpt from Tullian’s blog.  When does Legalism happen in our lives?  How is our performance, obedience or works relevant to the Gospel?  How did Martin Luther define “sin?” What is true sanctification? What is narcissism? How does the story of Lazarus in John 11 speak to this truth?
Paul declares in 2 Corinthians 3:4-6 that “we have such trust through Christ toward God, not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God, who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.” Why can we have trust towards God and be sufficient as ministers of the new covenant?  If the letter (the law) kills and disqualifies us by showing us our failures, what does the Spirit do (or what is He attempting to do)?
In 2 Corinthians 3:7-18 Paul goes on to define the ministry of death, the ministry of the Spirit, the ministry of condemnation and the ministry of righteousness. How are these linked together?  Why is this important?  Then Paul goes on to compare a lesser glory that is passing to a “glory that excels” and does not pass away. What is this “glory” that Paul is describing and further defines in 2 Corinthians 4:4-6?  When we hear about “seeking the glory” and “paying the price” for it, sadly, what glory are we being redirected, albeit sincerely, to? What glory is the Holy Spirit always directing us to?  Who “paid the price” for it?  Who gets all the glory?  According to verse 17, the Spirit of the Lord yields________? Conversely, the spirit of the law yields_________? In 2 Corinthians 4:7, what is this “treasure” we have in our earthen vessels? 
When Jesus walked on the earth He wasn’t looking for obedience, He was looking for faith. What are a couple of examples of this truth from the Scriptures? Mark 5:25-34 and Luke 5:18-26 are two examples (also take note of what Jesus did right after this healing and the Pharisee’s response in Luke 5:27-28).
Looking again into the Parables of Jesus, to what 3 groups does Jesus focus His attention and His “seeking out,” contrary to our natural wisdom: _______, ________, ________? Last week we looked at the Parable of the lost sheep. What is the essence of this Parable? Now notice the three interconnected stories in Luke 5:29-38. Whose house were they feasting in?  What is Jesus saying in verse 32?  How is this related to the Parable of the Cloth and Wineskin (verses 36-38)?  How does the Pharisee’s reaction to feasting instead of fasting (verses 33-35) relate to what we discussed earlier about seeking the glory?
In closing today, let’s look at the Parable of the Unforgiving Servant in Matthew 18:23-35. The passages between the Parable of the Lost Sheep (verses 11-14) and this Parable all relate to this topic. Was the first debt repayable in the mind of the servant? In reality?  Did the first servant recognize the cost of the forgiveness of the debt?  How did this affect how he treated his fellow servant?  How does this relate to the Judgment? How does this and all of the Parables relate to the gospel and what Jesus says in Mark 4:11?
