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“Don’t Get Carried Away”

Last week we looked at the glory that excels (2 Corinthians 3:10); the Gospel: the finished work of Christ, “the path of the just…that shines ever brighter until the perfect day (Proverbs 4:18). What confirmation does the Prophet Habakkuk give us in Habakkuk 2:14 concerning this glory that excels?  How does the Apostle Paul use Habakkuk 1:5 to show the common response to this glorious Gospel (Acts 13:41)?
Paul tells the church in Hebrews 13:9 “Do not be carried away* with various and strange doctrines.”  What is he saying here?  In the next verse, how does Paul clarify the right doctrine that results in the heart being established? In 2 Timothy 2:24-26, how does Paul explain what happens when a person gets “carried away?” What is repentance, truth and “the snare” that Paul addresses here? How does the devil take people captive?  
In his most recent blog, Tullian puts it this way: “Temptation is a false promise – a promise that doesn’t deliver…every temptation to sin is a temptation to disbelieve the gospel…Failing to believe the gospel leads to slavery because now finding peace, joy, meaning, and satisfaction is up to me. I’m on my own….Real freedom in the ‘hour of temptation’ happens when the resources of the gospel smash any sense of need to secure for myself anything beyond what Christ has already secured for me.” How does Jesus answer this need in man in John 6:28? 
Going back to our study of the Parables of Jesus, let’s review the Parable of the Unforgiving Servant in Matthew 18 that we studied last week. We looked at a Scripture in Luke 5:32 where Jesus says “I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” Again, what does Jesus really mean by this statement?  Just prior to this statement is a story we also looked at about the paralytic that was healed after being lowered through the roof.  In verse 24 Jesus says “But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins…arise.” What is significant about this statement concerning forgiveness? Question: can I forgive myself?  Can I forgive my neighbor? Can he forgive me?  What is God’s motive toward us in understanding what forgiveness truly is? Therefore, how does what Jesus says in Matthew 18:18 relate to the Parable of the Unforgiving Servant? What subtle concern must we have when giving any testimony to our forgiving another or in their forgiving us?  
Now, let’s look at another Parable, the Parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:25-42. Just prior to the story, in verses 25-28, Jesus encounters a lawyer who tested Jesus with a question concerning the law. How did Jesus answer him, and what was He really trying to tell the lawyer (and us) in verse 28? In verse 29 what does any good law keeper naturally do when using the law defense? As a side note, during the last week of Jesus’ life leading up to His Passion, the representatives of the law seemed increasingly determined to find some point of stumbling in his “keeping” of every point of the law.  Conversely, Jesus seemed as relentless in His determination to not let that happen. Why (see Romans 3:26)? Who is the hero of the Parable? Who does the Samaritan represent (see John 4:4)? In closing, how does the next story about Martha and Mary relate to this Parable? How does the Samaritan’s acts relate to Hebrews 13:10-13? To the church? 
