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“I Have Nothing”

What would be the greatest litmus test of what the gospel of grace (truth) does in the life of a believer? Do you love God more? Do you love people more?  Do you love the Word more? What about when there is a “mixed” revelation of grace?  How does this affect the topics of obedience and forgiveness that we discussed last week?  What are some indicators; common expressions in “our” forgiveness that exposes the fact that our practice of true forgiveness is skewed? What is the answer to this dilemma (see Galatians 2:19-20)? How does this relate to the common theme of the Parables of Grace?  
We must always overlay the Gospel as taught by Paul to the Parables of Jesus. Last week we looked at Paul’s caution not to be “carried away” by false doctrines and to be established in grace.  Hebrews 13:8 says that “Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever.” Therefore, every Parable must be looked at through the window of this grace and truth Jesus came to bring us, precisely because we were bankrupt in our ability to redeem ourselves.  How does Paul summarize this last phrase in Galatians 3:21 and 2:21?
The Word becomes so much more exciting when looking at Jesus as the representative of Israel and ultimately all of mankind. The story of the Children of Israel and their election as a nation was a shadow of the true election of Seed of Abraham, Jesus, who was the substance which would bring the true “light” into the world. What are some comparisons between the Children of Israel in the Books of Genesis and Exodus and Jesus in the Book of Matthew?  What is the greatest difference that Jesus brought down to us after the Sermon on the Mount? Isaiah 49 describes The Messiah’s Mission, especially verse 6.
Looking again at the Parables of Jesus, let’s go to Luke 11:1-13. The first thing to realize in this passage is the relationship between the Lord’s Prayer and the Parable of the Persistent Friend and the Parable of the Good Father. Looking at the Lord’s Prayer in verses 2-4, what is Jesus’ assumption about who we are praying to and thus who we are?  How did this prayer read in the original manuscripts?  Based on our study of forgiveness in prior Parables, how can verse 4 become a reality in our lives?  How does Paul add light to this truth in Ephesians 4:30-32?

In the last part of Jesus’ model prayer, He says “And do not lead us into temptation” (one translation says “don’t let us yield to temptation” and another says “keep us safe from ourselves”).  What have we learned recently about the topic of temptation?  How does this portion of the prayer relate to Jesus’ finished work for us in the area of temptation? 
Notice that Jesus then segues into the misnamed Parable of the Persistent Friend. Again, the story is NOT about the “friend” but about the “One” who is asleep with “all His children” who are with Him. If the topic of all the Parables of Grace are about the death and resurrection of Jesus (and they are), then what is going on here?  What are the characteristics of the person who is shamelessly coming for help at midnight?  What is significant about his statement “I have nothing to set before him?” What does the friend mistakenly believe about the basis on which the Friend will give him what he wants? How have we slipped into this same position with God? What produced the results?  
