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“Let It Be”
Someone was recently quoted to have said “Many pulpits across the land consistently preach the Christian and not the Christ.” What is true repentance and how does the realization of this profound statement help us discover the real truth of the gospel?
The Gospel is not a declaration of what God will do if you let Him. What is it then?  In his recent blog Tullian states “Thankfully, the focus of the Bible is not the work of the redeemed but the work of the Redeemer. The gospel frees us from ourselves. It announces that this whole thing is about Jesus and dependent on Jesus. The good news is the announcement of His victory for us, not our ‘victorious Christian life’… and God’s final word over us: ‘Paid in full’…” What does Martin Luther’s expression “homo incurvatus in se” mean and how does it relate to Luther’s definition of sin?
In Acts 15, the Apostle Paul goes to Jerusalem with the purpose of clearing up the confusion concerning the mixture of law and grace (Galatianism – review Paul’s letter to the Galatians in the Message translation). Who brought into the meeting the chief problem (verse 5)?  How did Peter answer?  How did James defend this truth?  
In the last section of the notes James quotes from Amos 9:11 concerning the Tabernacle of David and its being restored.  What is this tabernacle and how does it differ from the Tabernacle of Moses?  How many references to the Tabernacle of David are found in Scripture (2 Sam 6:17, 1 Ch 16:1, Is 15:5, Am 9:11, and Ac 15:16)? 
How many tabernacles were operating in the time of David’s Kingdom? How does this relate to today’s church?  Why was David called a man after God’s own heart (Ac 13:22, 1 Sam 13:14)? When David brought the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem, Uzza tried to “balance the ark” when the oxen stumbled (1 Ch 13:10). What does Uzza’s name mean and how is this related to Christianity today? Notice the last reference to the Tabernacle of David in Isaiah 16:5.  Who is the “One” who sits on the throne of this Tabernacle?
We are continuing to look at the Grace Parables of Jesus with the understanding that they speak of His death and resurrection. Let’s look today at the Parable of the Fig Tree in Luke 13:6-9.  Just prior to telling the Parable, Jesus teaches on repentance (Luke 13:1-5). Based on our understanding of the new covenant and what true repentance is, what was Jesus trying to tell the group of people gathered there?
Now concerning the Parable of the Fig tree, who is the owner of the vineyard and who is the vinedresser (verse 7)? What does the fig tree represent?  In verse 8 as the vinedresser intercedes for the fig tree, he uses the Greek word “Aphiemi” (Strong’s # 863). In another situation in Luke 23:34, Jesus uses the same word (Aphiemi).  What is the parallel in these two passages of Scripture?  What is the significance of the fertilizer (dung) also mentioned in verse 8? What is the vinedresser trying to convey in verse 9?  How does this relate to John 15:2? What is the “grace message” of this Parable? Then “Let It Be.”
