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“The Work of God”

In Romans 10:16 Paul says “But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, ‘Lord, who has believed our report?’” How does Paul define what obedience to the gospel is? 
Notice how in Hebrews 3:18-19 and Hebrews 4:6, 9 Paul describes why the Children of Israel and subsequently much of the church did/does not enter their inheritance, stating “So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief” and “Since therefore it remains that some must enter it, and those to whom it was first preached did not enter because of disobedience.” How does Paul define disobedience? In verse 9 what is the key to entering the “rest” of God’s finished work through His Son. What causes all of the unrest we experience personally and see all around us in the world?
In John 6:28 the people gathered to hear Jesus asked Him an interesting question; “What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?” How did Jesus answer them?  In the next verse He states “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent.”

Based on the truths that we have looked at today concerning New Covenant obedience, let’s look at a Parable of Jesus that someone posed a question about last week regarding two sons that were asked to “work” in their Father’s vineyard.

Matthew 21:28-32  

28 "But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, ‘Son, go, work today in my vineyard.' 29 He answered and said, ‘I will not,' but afterward he regretted it and went. 30 Then he came to the second and said likewise. And he answered and said, ‘I go, sir,' but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said to Him, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Assuredly, I say to you that tax collectors and harlots enter the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him; but tax collectors and harlots believed him; and when you saw it, you did not afterward relent and believe him.”
How is this Parable that Jesus tells them in verses 28-31 connected to the discussion Jesus had with them afterward in verses 31-32? What is this “work” that the Father was asking his sons to do? What is significant about Jesus using the name “John” in verse 32?
Now that we see this Parable of Jesus more clearly, how does this story relate to the wrongly name Parable of the Prodigal Son in Luke 15:11-32? Notice that the Parable is about a certain man that had “two” sons. How is this relative to the world and especially the church today?  

In closing let’s review the Parable of the Fig Tree that we looked at last week in the light of our understanding of communion. What are some thoughts you have about this correlation? Again, what caused the fig tree to remain?
