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“The Blessed Hope”

Titus 2:11-13 tells us “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness…we should live soberly, righteously…looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.” What does grace teach us?  What is the blessed hope and what does this have to do with grace?  

Prophecy foretells History (or His-story).  All prophecy should be studied in light of the grace of God through Jesus Christ.  Jesus fulfilled all of God’s perfect conditions so that our relationship to God could be perfectly unconditional. What is one of the most amazing prophecies found in Habakkuk 1:5 that was fulfilled in Acts 13:41?  

Jesus desires that we all take an Emmaus walk with Him as He stated in Luke 24:27 and again in Luke 24:44-45 “That all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.”  Then He opened their understanding.  An example of what He would have revealed is Genesis 22 (the Law), and Isaiah 53 (the Prophets), and Psalms 22 (the Psalms).  What do these three chapters prophetically illustrate?  

Peter says something very interesting in 2 Peter 3:8, “But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.”  What is Peter telling us with regard to prophecy?  How many days did it take for God to create the universe?  How is this related?  The number of man is 6, and the number of God is 7.  How is this relevant to prophecy?  How many other examples of the number 7 can you think of in Scripture?  

Looking at Leviticus 23, we find the 7 major feasts “of God” (verse 1).  Notice that the Sabbath was listed before the feasts, indicating what?  The feasts listed in the remainder of the chapter represent what?  Passover - __________; Unleavened Bread - _________; Firstfruits - _____________; Pentecost - _____________; Trumpets - ______________; Day of Atonement - _____________________; Tabernacles - _____________________.

Let’s look more closely at the next feast to be fulfilled; Trumpets.  When is it celebrated?  When were all the previous 4 feasts fulfilled (see Acts 2:1 as an example)? What does Paul tell us concerning the Day of the Lord in 1 Thessalonians 4:13 through 5:11; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-17; 1Corinthians 15: 51-54. What does the word “rapture” mean?  Is it mentioned in Scripture?  How about in the prophecy of the Old Testament (see Isaiah 26: 19-21)? What about in the Law (Genesis 5:24, Hebrews 12:5-6). Based on Jude 14 and Zechariah 14:5, how do we know where we will be when Jesus comes back to set up His kingdom?  Why is it significant that Enoch is called “the seventh from Adam?” How is Hosea 6:2 related to John 2:1-10? What is the marriage supper of the Lamb (Rev 19:7)?
Daniel 9:24-27 is one of the most precise prophecies in the Bible.  What do these four verses tell us?  What is important to us about Daniel 12: 1-4?  What is true star power?   
